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'Nebraska Style' Straw House on display at
Pavilion during Yuba-Sutter Fair

Straw Bale

By Charlie MeNIT

Cr afisplay o the Yuoha-Sutter Far thas
week in e Straw Bale Pavilion 1z 2 "
Baruska Savle” Siraw Howse.

M, Wirginia, thas s ot the Ly pe od huoas.:
i hgne the woll is gomg 1o come by, Hufl,
Pull, and blow your house down,

This 12 a new technology i house
bailding that has evolved singe the mid
18005 when senlers in the midwest were
forced o crect dwellings i other than
conventional methods,

Straw and sod were plentiful on the
pliuns ol Nebraska, the Dakaotas, Kansas,
Oidalsonma, cic. Wood was not. And, besides,
wod was mol arealiermilic insul atos agains)
the freczing winiers,

The invenitive genius of the humsan mind
2o 10work and built one o two=foot walls
o steaw and fimished the ousideand inside
walls with snd. European countries siill
todday have thached nools that prodect ks
inhabstanis from the elements.

Cietting back ip Nebraska, this reporier
rememibers izmother rebaing tales of living
i 3 "seraw house” in the early 1920's whilz
lcachmg school n the morhan régons ol
Nebraska, She recalled, ™1 couldn't belweve

fovw codal 10 waas n e summer,.and s0
warmish m ke wanler "

S0 seis the stage for the lechnology ol
today. They don't use sod. They use slecoo
of adobe,.stae of the ant doors and plate
glas< windows, . .and conventional rppfing,
The sod floor Mom trod upon has been
upgraded 1o wood flooring, carpeted or
nural,

The cost? lan Mclivaing, one of the
architects from Vemice, Califomia, relaed
dollar fgures ranging from $1010 5100 per
square food, depending upan your tasic and
bank accounl.

This should be an exciting display.

What is it?

s 4 structore made of load-bearing
straw bale walls which enclose a 14°%2Y
Inienor space. Amenitites such as plaster,
lighting, Moonng, &c. are meant 1o show
that straw bale can be accessorized just the
same o5 3 wopd frame, masoney or steel
rame struciure, The pavilion, however,
fhas not been completzly Gnished =0 thu
vISiors can soe how a straw bale struciune
15 actually put together wath flognng, eic..,
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INLITTLE MORE THAN 15HOURS, from placing the first bale of hay,
the "Siraw House" siarted (o lake shape yesterday morning in the
Straw Bale Pavilion at the Yuba-Sutter Fairgrounds. The "Straw
House" will nol be complete, according lo David Wilsan, Sutier
County Assistant Agricultural Commissioner. Wilson said, "There
won'l be flooring, eleclrical, and other internal finishes. We are only
showing a concepl of this new type of home construction.”



First Galifornia Approved Straw-Bale House
Gonstructed in Lone Pine...0wens Va.'ley
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'‘Nebraska Style' Straw House

Who built it?

Atthe requestof Sutter County
Agricultural Commissioner Stacy
Carlsen.. lan Mcllvaing, Aidan
Bird and Victoria Yust - (voung
designers from Veniee, Califor
mia and pariners in Tierra Sol v
Mar Design) - volunteered therr
trmc 1 bogh design and iocoordi
natc Lthe construction of te pavil-

Two local tarmers donalcd
siraw bales for the walls of (h
pavilion. Carlsen and
Toaquin of the Yuba Sutler Farm
Burcay rounded unmiscel laneous
building matenials from bocal sup-
plicrs. Voluntesss (many [rom
the County Ag Department - Dave
Wilson, Paul Schwall, his som
Jedf, Mike Furuta, Ken Woolery,
Denmis Hanna, Navid Khan,
David Karnegas) generously
helped with the “ruising” of the
pavilion

Why Build it?
Simplicity - Unlike s0 much
ol our modern Life which hias be-
come dependen: on cxolic tech-
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nologies and the specialists who
mntmn them, straw bale con-
struction is simple, "lo-tech” and
easily pecessible. Most siraw bale
houses bull to date have been
butll by owner-builders, peopls
with bots of enerry and imelli-
pence, bot not nooessanly much
SKPETIENGE Wilh Tuction, ar-
chileciure, aie, Straw bale does
0L TEQUINS SXpensive o exoflc
nals or equipment, Tt does no
redquare specialists forits constroc-
Hon

Air Pollution = Farmers in
Califormia have burned as much
at 1 million wns of roe siraw
GVEry YeLr crealing Scverc aim
pollution. Providing Fxrmers with
an alicrnative method of dispos-
ing of Wheir striw would prevent
thus needless air pollytion,

Because of the high insuladive
value of a straw bale wall, less
encrgy is reguired 10 heat and
ool the building. Less energy
requined means less cnergy that
necds 1o be generated and, there-
fore, less pollution from the bam-
ing of whatever fucl powers the
clectrical genernling siamon,

Energy Savings - Siraw 5
produced by photosynthesis, o
naturdd noa-polluling process M-
cled by solar energy, The main
CTICTZY COsls are incurred in the
baling, bul these are very low

Constr

comparcd 1o other typical buld-
ing materals, Comparing cncrgy
costs for common materls:
o Cpnerete: 96,000 BTU sfcu. 0
+« Fiberlass insulaiion; 6,90
BTU s/l of 3:5" insulation
« Straw bales: 3400 BTU 554
for i B=50 wall

Sustainability - I1 is an annu
glly renewable producl. Bvery
new crom of siraw
to b chisposed of, Compare thes
to trachional lumber producos:
lumbser from iree farms redguires
200 to 30 vears 10 grow and is of
increasingly poor gualiy,
growih timber &5 increasingly
scarce and therciore expensive
and 15 of greater value o Lhe
wiwld as forest than il 15 as 4
lumiber product. Straw is a wasle
prosluct,
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THE FRONT DOOR for the "Straw House' is being
hoisted into position by Mark Brown, left, and Paul
Schwall, who have helped with the construction of the

structure now on display in the Straw Bale Pavilion at
the Yuba-Sutler Fair.
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